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Acylinder has some distinct topologi-
cal properties; for example, it has

two surfaces and two boundary edges. A
quick inspection of a paper cylinder con-
firms both. It is also an orientable sur-
face. Perhaps one easy way to under-
stand what this means is to draw a little
man with an outstretched right hand (call
him the fixed man, one who has made a
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the surface with even more fixed and
traveling men, some being Serb (left-
handed) and some being Albanian
(right-handed). Given that there is only
one surface, members of each group
will eventually come in contact with
Others. However, travelers are discon-
nected from fellow travelers because
they are all simply passing one another,
as well as disconnected from their fixed
counterparts (regardless of ethnic iden-
tity) because they are upside down and
unable to engage in dialogue. It is only
when they right themselves through the
process of dialogue that the travelers
become aware of changes in handedness
with respect to members of their own
ethnic group and with respect to the
Others. Those Albanians who have trav-
eled and have engaged with their fellow
Albanians are made aware of a differ-
ence in handedness, whereas engaging
with the Others leads to the same hand-
edness. The point being stressed here is
that those engaged in dialogue will
undergo changes that will not be experi-
enced by those of their own group who
have not made a similar journey and
those changes will allow them to have
more in common with the Others. And
when some travelers of each ethnic
group decide to make a place their own


